
FEMALE PIONEERS IN AUTOMATIC CONTROL

Nina Thornhill (b. 1953) is a British physicist and control 
engineer. She is mainly known for her innovative 
approaches and tools for process monitoring and the 
detection and diagnosis of persistent faults in large-
scale industrial systems, such as chemical plants. Her 
practical and effective methods have reduced the use 
of raw materials and energy, increasing the efficiency of 
the production facilities and making them significantly 
more sustainable.
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‘‘ You can find anything you want in data, 
but whether it is meaningful requires 
one to understand the processes behind 
the analysed systems.”
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